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feel that "he doesn't want to come".   In other words, she fears
that his not coming means that he does not love her.
A second instance is of a boy of four years whose moods of un-
happiness and neurotic symptoms caused him to be brought to a
psychologist for treatment. The boy was subject to severe tan-
trums and "queer fits5' of excitement which the people around him
could not understand. He was an affectionate and trusting child.
In his treatment, the boy was encouraged to express his feelings
and phantasies to the psycho-analyst by means of his dramatic
play with various materials, and gradually the core of his difficult-
ies was made plain. They centred round his tangle of feelings
about his father's death and his mother's unhappy circumstances.
His father had died in the first year of his life. The mother was
poor and had to go out to earn her living in ways she did not
like, whilst living with a sister and her husband. The boy showed
that he felt great distress about his mother's loneliness and
poverty, and the hard work she had to do. He resented his father's
having died and felt he ought to be alive: he was a "bad Daddy5'
because he was not there to take care of the mother. In the
primitive logic of the little child's imagination, the boy felt that if
Daddy had been "good" he would have been alive and helpful.
His love and sorrow for his mother made the boy long to help her
and feel that he must take his father's place with her as a pro-
tector. This was naturally a great burden to so young a child, and
it increased his resentment against his father for not being there
to help. The boy longed for his father for his own sake, too, as
someone to love, someone to help and guide him, someone to
show him how to become a father himself. And he came to feel
intensely guilty and responsible for'his father's death, because of
his own early rivalry with him for mother's love. It seemed to the
boy (again in the primitive logic of the child's imagination) that
it was his fault that father had died; his own hostile wishes had
killed him. This was shown very plainly in his play with the
analyst, and even expressed spontaneously in words. Such feelings
of guilt and resentment made it very hard for the boy to believe
in the power of his own love and good wishes or in his own future
as a man and as a father. These and other complex feelings
struggled within the boy and found their outcome in his moods
of sadness and his neurotic symptoms.
The father's absence and death affects the children's lives in
many actual and concrete ways as well.   The younger children